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How is the Church of the Brethren
responding to the HIV/AIDS crisis?

The Office of Global Mission Partnerships of the Church of the
Brethren General Board and the Association of Brethren Caregivers are
promoting World AIDS Day among congregations to raise awareness of
on-going efforts and the need for more work on this important issue,
The Church of the Brethren has taken both a narrow and a broad
approach to respond to the HIVAAIDS crisis. First, the denomination
has worked with its sister church in Nigeria. Second, it has joined the
wider Christian response in Africa through Church World Service.

How can you respond?

B Pray for people living with HIV/AIDS and their families,

B Host a World AIDS Day observance on December 1
and use resources available at UNAIDS (wwwunaids.org) and
the Prograrm Committee on Education Ministries of the
Mational Council of Churches (nccousa.org/missioneducation/
aids/faces_of_aids.htm).

B Educate church members and youth about the on-going spread
of HIV/AIDS,

B Educate your congregation about how HIV/AIDS, poverty and
famine are impacting people with HIV/AIDS across the waorld.

B Financially support the Church of the Brethren's efforts to
relisve people living with HIV/AIDS in Africa through the
Church World Service. (Relief programs are described at

wwwichurchworldservice/org/Develop ment/health.html.)

. JI_ Global Mission Partnerships
Association of Church of the Brethren
' Brethren Caregivers _l General Board

(B47) T42-5100 woarw.brethren.org/sbe, (B00) 323-8039 www.brethren.org
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HIV/AIDS

How Will You
Respond?

World AIDS Day December 1, 2005

... And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?
And the king will answer them,
“Truly | tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of my family,
you did it to me.’

— Matthew 25:39-40 —

Produced jointly by the
Association of Brethren Caregivers and
the Office of Global Mission Partnerships
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Both nationwide and worldwide
HIV/AIDS has fallen off our
radar screens. Ten or 15 years ago,
people probably knew someone
who was HIV positive or who
had AIDS. Today they might not,
even though more persons are
living with HIV than ever before,
an estimated 38 million world-
wide, 900,000 of them in the
United States.

Although governments - local, regional and national -
have put more money inte HIV/AIDS education, preven-
tion, treatment and care, funding has nat been adequate
to stop the pandemic. UMAIDS says $12 killion needs to
be invested in each of the next 10 years to stop HIV, but
less than half has been committed for 2005, In the past,
individuals knew they could contract HIV/AIDS and
took precautions not to. Today they take less care, even
though it is estimated that half of the people living with
HIV in the United States do not know they are infected.
The highest rates of infection are among women, young
people ages 15-25, and people of color.
- Rev. W Evan Golder, editor/writer for a special
United Church News insert on HIV/AIDS October 2004
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Because stigma and discrimination are major obstacles to
effective HIV/AIDS prevention and care, one way churches
can help avercame these problems is to welcome every-
one. Christian hospitality is a key aspect of congregational
ministry with people living with HIV/AIDS and their loved
ones. When congregations reach out and embrace all
people, including those affected by HIV/AIDS, healing
happens, not only among individuals but the church
community as a whole.

- United Methodist Church

At current rates, 100 million people worldwide will be
infected [with HIV/AAIDS] by 2010, Of the 14,000 persons
infected each day 85 percent live in the developing world,
Tragically, only 5 percent of people in the developing
world who need lifesaving AIDS medications have access
1o them because they are too expensive, and/or trade laws
restrict their importation. In Africa, over 11 million chil-
dren have lost at least one parent to the disease, leading
to an explosion in "child-headed houssholds.” AIDS has
wiped out as much as one quarter of the labor force in
some African countries, creating economic havoc and
fueling hunger.

- NCCC, Mission Education website wwwincccusa.org’”

missioneducationsaids/ facts_of_aids ktm.

These are the faces of children and families
living in a world of AIDS. Their spirit, their
determination, and their resifience inspire afl
of us to_join the fight. We are one world, and
these children are our children.

= Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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